











Capital City: Prague


Population: 10.3 million


Language: Czech (very difficult!)


Estimated Evangelical Population: 0.33% (less in many areas).


Famous For: Martina Navratilova (tennis player), Beer (Pilsner, Budvar and Staropramen), Prague, Classical Music (Dvorak)


Czechoslovakia was under Communist control for decades until the bloodless "Velvet Revolution" of 1989.


The Czech Republic used to part of Czechoslovakia, until it split into 2 countries in 1992 (Czech Republic and Slovakia).


Despite it's religious history, the Czech Republic is a very secular country - about 80% of the population don't believe that God exists at all.














Who are Stephen, Varya and Benjamin Brandon? We've been part of Queen's Park for 7, 5 and 1.5 years respectively, and have enjoyed being part of the QP Neilston community with involvement in home groups, Alpha courses, and the monthly Neilston Evening Service.


Varya is Glaswegian by birth, although she spent many years living in England. She enjoys being Mummy to Benjamin, and she works part time as a Community Mental Health Worker in the South of Glasgow. Stephen comes from New Zealand and has been living here for about 8 years. For the past 2 years he has been working as an I.T. Consultant (computer boffin!) for various clients as far afield as London, New York and Hillhead!


Benjamin, our little miracle, is a bright and active soon-to-be-2 year old, who keeps us on our toes, and charms the socks off everyone he meets. 


Although we have loved living in Scotland, we have heard God's calling, and He's beckoning us to work in Central/Eastern Europe. We're going to be working with Operation Mobilisation (O.M.), an international Christian Missions organisation. We first worked with them on a summer mission, 5 years ago, to the Czech Republic. It was then that we fell in love with the country and the people, and started to hear God's voice telling us where we should be heading.


These last few years within QP and Neilston have been a real time of growth for us. It has been a privilege to be part of a close community of Christians working together to reach people within Scotland. We really praise God for this time of preparation and blessing.














"Your Work Permits Please"








A Wing and a Prayer!


Prayer points


to sell our house for a good price


for an enthusiastic group of prayer supporters


to be able to raise the required amount of financial support


for our state of mind as we face big life changes as a family


for ongoing spiritual and physical strength.





Our current plan is to join O.M. at the end of August 2003. In preparation for the work ahead, we will attend a 2-week long conference in the Netherlands, followed by a 5-week long missionary training school in Hungary. This will help us to prepare for the practicalities of working and living in a really different culture. We'll then travel on the the Czech Republic in October to start this new chapter in our lives.
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Destination, Czech Republic





"Your Passports Please..."





















































































































































































































































































































































"Calling all Ground Staff"





"Fasten Your Seatbelts"








It's amazing how much you have to sort out before leaving the country! To join O.M. we've had to fill out mountains of forms and  provide a number of referees; we'll soon be interviewed down in Shropshire, and have full medicals. After that the process of applying for work permits will begin, which is seldom easy or certain.


We have been interviewed by the QP Missions Board, and have been encouraged that they have agreed to send us out as official QP missionaries. It was fantastic to be part of the recent mission weekend in QP. We are so blessed to be part of a church which has such an outward focus!


We've decided to sell our house rather than rent it out - a big decision to be making. Even more difficult will be adjusting to life in a small flat again though! We're unlikely to be involved in the search for housing for ourselves at the other end, so we're having to put our faith in the Lord, and in O.M., that something suitable will be found.


At the moment we're facing having to sell or dispose of many of our possessions, and "de-clutter" our lives, since there will simply be no space to store much of our stuff at the other end. There's no point in putting things into storage in Scotland, as we don't know how long we'll be away for...


Of course we're both giving up our jobs here, but the Lord has been gracious, and all of Stephen's contracts will be completed by August, just before we go.








Bureau de Change








Contact Information:  Phone: (0141) 583 3622   E-mail: mail@clanbrandon.co.uk





"Local conditions at your destination..."





O.M. is based in Ceske Budejovice, the regional capital of South Bohemia, a couple of hours drive south of Prague. The Czech Republic, and South Bohemia in particular, are beautiful, with many historic town squares, and ornate baroque architecture. At the same time, there is real poverty, and many buildings are eye-sores, a grim reminder of the Communist past. 


Ceske Budejovice is also the home of Budvar Budweiser beer (the original Budweiser), a fact which in no way influences our calling to this region!


This is an extremely under-evangelised area of the country (under 0.2% Christians), and there's currently only one Baptist church in the whole region, with about 7 members! Many villages have no churches at all, and people have to travel a long way to meet with other believers. Though the main base is in the city, O.M. has workers in churches in other surrounding villages; although the churches are extremely small, and progress can be slow, it's exciting to hear about the work that God is doing.


O.M. continues to explore various options for reaching Czechs, from friendship evangelism to English camps and sports camps. The camps seem to be particularly popular, and effective - Czechs love the outdoors, and sports in particular, and many ongoing friendships have been initiated. We helped out at the last English camp (Summer 2002), and we were thrilled to see "the Lord adding daily to their number, those who were being saved". Eight people made decisions for Christ, but these weren't just decisions out of the blue - each was the result of ongoing contact and friendship with Christians. Amazingly, all of the new converts were from towns or villages where there are churches. Praise the Lord!








Estimated Time of Arrival





One of the most important things for anyone sent out onto the mission field is to have a group of people who are committed to prayer and support.


We are looking for people to partner with us as we set off on this journey of discovery and service for God amongst the Czech people; partners who have a concern for those who do not yet know Jesus.


Would you be willing to pray for us?


Are you good at writing encouraging letters?


Please phone or e-mail us if you'd like to join us in this venture.





So what are we going to be doing? In the Czech Republic the work that O.M. does tends to be governed by the skills of the workers that they have. Following discussions with the Czech leader, it is likely that Stephen will be involved in computing support and desktop publishing, and in a music ministry. Varya will concentrate on being a class-room assistant in English classes, with plans to use her social work training in the future. This will be in addition to being involved in O.M. activities, such as helping to organise short term missions like Love Europe and Teen Street evangelism.


All O.M. workers are also expected to attend a local church. Often, if the workers really get into things at the church, O.M. will second the worker to the church as their primary ministry. We're open to this, and are keen to find out more about the small Baptist church in the area.


In the first couple of years, much of our time will be spent learning the (notoriously difficult!) Czech language. We know that we won't be fully effective until we can communicate properly, so it's a high priority for us. Please pray for us!














Like many other missions organisations, O.M. does not pay salaries. That means that we have to raise our own financial support in order to go to the Czech Republic. If we can't raise the required amount, we can't go out onto the field.


The monthly amount that we have to raise for our family is £1015. 
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Think about your article and ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the message you’re trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of context.


Microsoft includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose and import into your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw shapes and symbols.




















